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CHG-MERIDIAN donates laptops to five
schools in Ravensburg
Weingarten, May 27, 2020

By donating 100 laptops to five schools in Ravensburg, the CHG-MERIDIAN Group
is helping to ensure that pupils have access to IT devices so that they can
participate in online lessons. The coronavirus crisis has highlighted that access
to digital media is not a given for all pupils, and yet it has never been so crucial to
successful learning as it is now.
The company's donation will help schools to provide IT devices for disadvantaged pupils,
in particular. "It is unacceptable for children's education to be disadvantaged because
they do not have access to digital media," said Dr. Mathias Wagner, Chairman of the
Board of Management of the CHG-MERIDIAN Group, commenting on the donation.
"The digitalization of schools, and the digital skills this facilitates, are a key factor in the
future of our children – not just during the current situation, but also beyond."
At present, it is unclear when regular school life will resume. To ensure that home
schooling does not mean the end of equal opportunity, access to a computer of one's
own has become hugely important. But not every family can afford this, as a new
study(1) by the Cologne Institute for Economic Research shows: although almost
90 percent of families own digital devices, ownership levels are lowest among families
with little education, low earners, and families with a migration background. Significantly
less than half of the twelve to fourteen-year-olds surveyed have sole access to a PC or
laptop, which makes home schooling more difficult.
As a technology manager, CHG-MERIDIAN finances and provides IT equipment for
large corporations, SMEs, and the public sector, and offers services related to its use.
Over the past few weeks, the 100 donated laptops have been professionally
refurbished at CHG-MERIDIAN's technology center near Frankfurt after their first cycle
of use by customers. All data has been erased using a certified process. The equipment
will be divided between the five Ravensburg schools: the primary schools Neuwiesen
and Weissenau and the secondary schools Albert Einstein, Spohn, and Welfen.
"As the education authority, equality of schooling is very close to our hearts," said
Simon Blümcke, the Deputy Mayor of Ravensburg, who received the laptops on behalf
of the Ravensburg schools. "Thanks to generous donations like this, we can provide IT
equipment to students who cannot afford to buy it themselves."
Decision-makers on Ravensburg city council are also hoping for the rapid
implementation of the federal government's emergency equipment program. This €500
million package has been created to fund the purchase of mobile devices which can
then be lent to pupils by schools and educational authorities.
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Source: German Economic Institute (IW), IW-Report 15/2020, Cologne 20 April 2020
https://www.iwkoeln.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Studien/Report/PDF/2020/IWReport_2020_Haeusliche_Lebenswelten_Kinder.pdf
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The CHG-MERIDIAN Group is one of the world's leading non-captive technology managers in the IT, industrial, and healthcare
sectors. A total of 12,000 customers, including large corporations, medium-sized companies, and the public sector, rely on
CHG-MERIDIAN to seamlessly manage their technology infrastructures digitally and with the user in mind. Based on the
principles of the circular economy, its service portfolio includes planning, financing, and operational implementation, as well
Subject:
Microsoft
Software
as certified
data erasure,
refurbishment, and remarketing of used equipment at its two technology centers in Germany and
Norway. The web-based TESMA® technology management and service system brings together commercial and technological
data in order to optimize processes and realize cost savings. The CHG-MERIDIAN Group is a global company employing
around 1,100 people in 27 countries. At the end of 2019, CHG-MERIDIAN financed and managed a technology portfolio worth
€6.9 billion. Its headquarters are in Weingarten, Germany.
Efficient Technology Management®

